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For the world's largest prescription drug manufacturers, the last few years have been a harrowing time.
Recently, Pfizer's Lipitor, GlaxoSmithKline's Advair, AstraZeneca's Seroquel, and Sanofi-Aventis and
Bristol-Myers Squibb's Plavix all came off patent in the crucial U.S. market. This so-called "patent cliff"
meant hundreds of billions of dollars in lost revenue and has pharmaceutical developers scrambling to create
new drugs and litigating to extend current patent protections.

Having spent most of his career in drug discovery in "big pharma," Dr. Li now delivers an insider's account
of how the drug industry ascended to its plateau and explores the nature of the turmoil it faces in the coming
years. He begins with a survey of the landscape before "blockbuster drugs," and proceeds to describe how
those drugs were discovered and subsequently became integral to the business models of large
pharmaceutical companies. For example, in early 1980s, Tagamet, the first "blockbuster drug," transformed a
minor Philadelphia-based drug maker named SmithKline & French into the world's ninth-largest
pharmaceutical company in terms of sales. The project that delivered Tagamet was nearly terminated several
times because research efforts begun in 1964 produced no apparent results within the first eleven years.
Similar stories accompany the discovery and development of now-ubiquitous prescription drugs, among
them Claritin, Prilosec, Nexium, Plavix, and Ambien.

These stories, and the facets of the pharmaceutical industry that they reveal, can teach us valuable lessons
and reveal many crucial aspects about the future landscape of drug discovery. As always, Dr. Li writes in a
readable style and intersperses fascinating stories of scientific discovery with engaging human drama.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Davy:

The book Blockbuster Drugs: The Rise and Decline of the Pharmaceutical Industry can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book
Blockbuster Drugs: The Rise and Decline of the Pharmaceutical Industry? A number of you have a different
opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could give
for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Blockbuster Drugs: The Rise and Decline of the
Pharmaceutical Industry has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You
can search the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Michael Banks:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Blockbuster Drugs: The Rise and Decline of the Pharmaceutical Industry
book is readable by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you.
The writer associated with Blockbuster Drugs: The Rise and Decline of the Pharmaceutical Industry content
conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
written content but it just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Blockbuster Drugs: The
Rise and Decline of the Pharmaceutical Industry is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Mary Peterson:

Blockbuster Drugs: The Rise and Decline of the Pharmaceutical Industry can be one of your nice books that
are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase
your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing Blockbuster Drugs: The Rise and
Decline of the Pharmaceutical Industry although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest
in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Phyllis Granger:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library or make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul
or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to



reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Blockbuster Drugs: The Rise and Decline of the Pharmaceutical
Industry can make you experience more interested to read.
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