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Nellie Dowell was a match factory girl in Victorian London who spent her early years consigned to
orphanages and hospitals. Muriel Lester, the daughter of a wealthy shipbuilder, longed to be free of the
burden of money and possessions. Together, these unlikely soulmates sought to remake the world according
to their own utopian vision of Christ's teachings. The Match Girl and the Heiress paints an unforgettable
portrait of their late-nineteenth-century girlhoods of wealth and want, and their daring twentieth-century
experiments in ethical living in a world torn apart by war, imperialism, and industrial capitalism.

In this captivating book, Seth Koven chronicles how each traveled the globe--Nellie as a spinster proletarian
laborer, Muriel as a well-heeled tourist and revered Christian peacemaker, anticolonial activist, and
humanitarian. Koven vividly describes how their lives crossed in the slums of East London, where they
inaugurated a grassroots revolution that took the Sermon on the Mount as a guide to achieving economic and
social justice for the dispossessed. Koven shows how they devoted themselves to Kingsley Hall--Gandhi's
London home in 1931 and Britain's first "people's house" founded on the Christian principles of social
sharing, pacifism, and reconciliation--and sheds light on the intimacies and inequalities of their loving yet
complicated relationship.

The Match Girl and the Heiress probes the inner lives of these two extraordinary women against the
panoramic backdrop of shop-floor labor politics, global capitalism, counterculture spirituality, and pacifist
feminism to expose the wounds of poverty and neglect that Christian love could never heal.
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From reader reviews:

Tiffany Hassell:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book The Match Girl and the Heiress. You can choose the
best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book The Match
Girl and the Heiress. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or
abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era,
you can open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel
weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Helen Sullivan:

The feeling that you get from The Match Girl and the Heiress is the more deep you digging the information
that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
recognise but The Match Girl and the Heiress giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their
point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-
book is well-known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is
easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having this The Match Girl and the Heiress instantly.

Tara Winston:

This The Match Girl and the Heiress tend to be reliable for you who want to be described as a successful
person, why. The explanation of this The Match Girl and the Heiress can be among the great books you must
have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that
might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place
and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Match Girl and the Heiress
giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking
that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Gary Lund:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Match Girl and the Heiress can be
the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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