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For the past two hundred years Biblical scholars have usually assumed that the Hebrew Bible was essentially
written and edited in the Persian and Hellenistic periods (the fifth-through-second centuries BCE) Recent
archaeological evidence and insights from linguistic anthropology, however, point to the earlier era of the
late-Iron Age (eighth-through-sixth centuries BCE) as the formative period for the writing of biblical
literature. How the Bible Became a Book combines recent archaeological discoveries in the Middle East with
insights culled from the history of writing to address how the Bible was written and evolved into sacred
Scripture. Written for general readers as well as scholars, the book provides rich insight into how these texts
came to possess the authority of Scripture and explores why Ancient Israel, an oral culture, began to write
literature. It describes an emerging literate society in ancient Israel that challenges the assertion that literacy
first arose in Greece during the fifth century BCE. William M. Schneidewind is Chair of the Department of
Near Eastern Languages and Cultures at UCLA. He is the author of The Word of God in Transition
(Sheffield Academic Press, 1995) and Society and the Promise to David.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Harris:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that
question since just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that How the Bible Became a Book: The
Textualization of Ancient Israel to read.

Sophia Hartman:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving How the Bible Became a
Book: The Textualization of Ancient Israel that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you
who want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick How the Bible Became a Book: The
Textualization of Ancient Israel become your starter.

Alissa Sowell:

This How the Bible Became a Book: The Textualization of Ancient Israel is great publication for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can claim
no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely
delivering sentences. Having How the Bible Became a Book: The Textualization of Ancient Israel in your
hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that
offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , this can be good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?

Marjorie Calhoun:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel,



comics, along with soon. The How the Bible Became a Book: The Textualization of Ancient Israel provide
you with new experience in reading through a book.
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