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Richard Pennington, a walking, talking bundle of contradictions, characterizes the present tome as “part
autobiography, part history book and part sociological treatise.” In this, his 20th book, he covers a lot of
ground. Born and raised in Dallas, a graduate of the University of Texas and a long-term expat in Daegu and
Seoul, he titles his first three chapters “Dallas Days,” “Austin Days” and “Korea Days.” (The others are
“Excursions,” “More Autobiographica,” “Sports” and “Commentary on Other Matters.”) The 165 essays of
this book contain recollections of ex-girlfriends, children he has loved, athletic success and failure, a near-
drowning in 1962, a spinal fusion in 1970, a house fire in 1987, a 10-year running streak from 1983 to 1993,
a big backyard project for a friend in the summer of 2003 and much more. Pennington tells us about some of
the journeys he has taken, the experiences he has had in 62-plus years and the people he has met—the rich
and famous, along with the sick, the poor, the homeless and a renowned cross-dresser; you might say he has
friends in low places. We learn about his attitudes, his opinions, his biases and his effort to find equilibrium
in a world full of dissonance. We see his fascination for sports along with his awareness of its corrosive
influence on the college and pro level. Pennington, the product of a middle-class environment, has labored to
put his background in some context. Time and again in this book, he champions people who have worked,
sacrificed and led meaningful lives—for example, Martin Luther, W.E.B. Du Bois, Dr. Samuel Johnson, the
man who faced down the tanks in Beijing’s Tiananmen Square in 1989, Rodney Page (never heard of him?
read the book!), Hayden Fry, Marion Ford and James Meredith. From start to finish, our author makes clear
that he holds no illusions about himself. He knows all too well that he has not set the world on fire, that he is
seldom the smartest guy in the room, that he wasted several years after college and that he has had his share
of setbacks. But do not think for a second that Pennington is some paragon of humility. He has no patience
with those who lie and deceive (the former leaders of Enron, for example), those who have the opportunity to
act but fail to do so (Darrell Royal), those who are responsible for the suffering of millions (Mao Zedong,
Kim Jong-Il, et al.) or those who cannot respect an opponent (Muhammad Ali), and he does not hesitate to
put the blast on them. Please, don’t get him started on political correctness (Ann Richards, Barbara Jordan, et
al.). As a Protestant, heterosexual, European-American male, he is rather sensitive about that subject. This
book might not have been written had he not lived in Korea for the past 7 ½ years. First as an English teacher
at a private academy and then as an editor at an intellectual property law firm, he has forged a new and
different life, rendering the term “home” somewhat nebulous. He has experienced first-hand the thrills as
well as stress that come from living in a foreign country. Pennington has traveled all over the southern half
of the peninsula, read voraciously about the country’s history and started an NGO that seeks to have an
important cultural artifact (Jikji) returned from France. Numerous Koreans have said, in a joking manner,
that he knows their history better than they do. Be that as it may, he has no plans whatsoever to return to the
USA. The taegukki is sewn on the backpack he wears when exploring Korea. A Seoul Miscellany is Richard
Pennington’s personal testament about his life and times. By turns bemused, angry, tender and perplexed, he
writes about what matters to him. If this is not truth with a capital “T,” it’s nevertheless his truth.
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From reader reviews:

Justin Moore:

The book A Seoul Miscellany: Memories and Analyses, Critiques and Musings of Richard Pennington make
you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to
get your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you can
make looking at a book A Seoul Miscellany: Memories and Analyses, Critiques and Musings of Richard
Pennington being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a e-book A
Seoul Miscellany: Memories and Analyses, Critiques and Musings of Richard Pennington. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Richard Ma:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important normally. The book A Seoul Miscellany: Memories and Analyses,
Critiques and Musings of Richard Pennington was making you to know about other information and of
course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book A Seoul
Miscellany: Memories and Analyses, Critiques and Musings of Richard Pennington is not only giving you
more new information but also being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your current
spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book A Seoul Miscellany:
Memories and Analyses, Critiques and Musings of Richard Pennington. You never experience lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

Cierra Persaud:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will
see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to your
account is A Seoul Miscellany: Memories and Analyses, Critiques and Musings of Richard Pennington this
e-book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is
easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book
acceptable all of you.

Marcia Ogburn:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news.



With this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just in search of the A Seoul Miscellany: Memories and Analyses, Critiques and Musings of Richard
Pennington when you essential it?
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