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The much-acclaimed biographer's unflinchingly honest, wise, and forgiving portrait of her own famous
parents: two wildly talented Russian émigrés who fled wartime Paris to become one of New York's first and
grandest power couples.

Tatiana du Plessix, the wife of a French diplomat, was a beautiful, sophisticated "white Russian" who had
been the muse of the famous Russian poet Vladimir Mayakovsky. Alexander Liberman, the ambitious son of
a prominent Russian Jew, was a gifted magazine editor and aspiring artist. As part of the progressive artistic
Russian émigré community living in Paris in the 1930s, the two were destined to meet. They began a
passionate affair, and the year after Paris was occupied in World War II they fled to New York with Tatiana's
young daughter, Francine.

There they determinedly rose to the top of high society, holding court to a Who's Who list of the
midcentury's intellectuals and entertainers. Flamboyant and outrageous, bold and brilliant, they were
irresistible to friends like Marlene Dietrich, Salvador Dalí, and the publishing tycoon Condé Nast. But to
those who knew them well they were also highly neurotic, narcissistic, and glacially self-promoting, prone to
cut out of their lives, with surgical precision, close friends who were no longer of use to them.

Tatiana became an icon of New York fashion, and the hats she designed for Saks Fifth Avenue were de
rigueur for stylish women everywhere. Alexander Liberman, who devotedly raised Francine as his own child
from the time she was nine, eventually came to preside over the entire Condé Nast empire. The glamorous
life they shared was both creative and destructive and was marked by an exceptional bond forged out of their
highly charged love and raging self-centeredness. Their obsessive adulation of success and elegance was
elevated to a kind of worship, and the high drama that characterized their lives followed them to their deaths.
Tatiana, increasingly consumed with nostalgia for a long-lost Russia, spent her last years addicted to
painkillers. Shortly after her death, Alexander, then age eighty, shocked all who knew him by marrying her
nurse.

Them: A Portrait of Parents is a beautifully written homage to the extraordinary lives of two fascinating,
irrepressible people who were larger than life emblems of a bygone age. Written with honesty and grace by
the person who knew them best, this generational saga is a survivor's story. Tatiana and Alexander survived
the Russian Revolution, the fall of France, and New York's factory of fame. Their daughter, Francine,
survived them.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Turner:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Them: A Memoir of Parents the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that
maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a
guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get before. The Them: A
Memoir of Parents giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you
useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your
body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want
to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Shane McKeel:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Them: A Memoir of Parents reserve
written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who
else read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill
only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty Them: A Memoir of Parents as good book
not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its
deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Dedra Clark:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can see
that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for your
requirements is Them: A Memoir of Parents this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of this
world now. This particular book was represented how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that
writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he
makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.

Thomas Paine:

Beside this Them: A Memoir of Parents in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't be
worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Them: A Memoir of Parents
because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you
don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the
idea? Find this book along with read it from at this point!
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