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Some central questionsin the natural and social sciences can't be answered by controlled [aboratory
experiments, often considered to be the hallmark of the scientific method. Thisimpossibility holds for any
science concerned with the past. In addition, many manipulative experiments, while possible, would be
considered immoral or illegal. One has to devise other methods of observing, describing, and explaining the
world.

In the historical disciplines, afruitful approach has been to use natural experiments or the comparative
method. This book consists of eight comparative studies drawn from history, archeology, economics,
economic history, geography, and political science. The studies cover a spectrum of approaches, ranging
from a non-quantitative narrative style in the early chaptersto quantitative statistical analysesin the later
chapters. The studies range from a simple two-way comparison of Haiti and the Dominican Republic, which
share the island of Hispaniola, to comparisons of 81 Pacific islands and 233 areas of India. The societies
discussed are contemporary ones, literate societies of recent centuries, and non-literate past societies.
Geographically, they include the United States, Mexico, Brazil, western Europe, tropical Africa, India,
Siberia, Australia, New Zealand, and other Pacific islands.

In an Afterword, the editors discuss how to cope with methodological problems common to these and other
natural experiments of history.
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From reader reviews:
Patricia Gross:

As peoplewho livein typically the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
aperson isyou don't know which one you should start with. This Natural Experiments of History is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in
thisera

Harriet White:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with palsisthing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
aready been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Natural Experiments of History, you can enjoy
both. It is very good combination right, you still want to missit? What kind of hangout type isit? Oh come
on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Richard Segers:

Isit you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Natural Experiments of History can be the
response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in
this brand new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Patricia Miller:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. Y ou can get it by net on social media. Y ou can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching fromiit. It
isidentified as of book Natural Experiments of History. Y ou can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving
the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most important that, you
must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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