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Before the American Revolution, no colony more assiduously protected its established church or more
severely persecuted religious dissenters than Virginia. Both its politics and religion were dominated by an
Anglican establishment, and dissenters from the established Church of England were subject to numerous
legal infirmities and serious persecution. By 1786, no state more fully protected religious freedom.
This profound transformation, as John A. Ragosta shows in this book, arose not from a new-found cultural
tolerance. Rather, as the Revolution approached, Virginia's political establishment needed the support of the
religious dissenters, primarily Presbyterians and Baptists, for the mobilization effort. Dissenters seized this
opportunity to insist on freedom of religion in return for their mobilization. Their demands led to a complex
and extended negotiation in which the religious establishment slowly and grudgingly offered just enough
reforms to maintain the crucial support of the dissenters.
After the war, when dissenters' support was no longer needed, the establishment leaders sought to recapture
control, but found they had seriously miscalculated: wartime negotiations had politicized the dissenters. As a
result dissenters' demands for the separation of church and state triumphed over the establishment's efforts
and Jefferson's Statute for Establishing Religious Freedom was adopted.
Historians and the Supreme Court have repeatedly noted that the foundation of the First Amendment's
protection of religious liberty lies in Virginia's struggle, turning primarily to Jefferson and Madison to
understand this. In Wellspring of Liberty, John A. Ragosta argues that Virginia's religious dissenters played a
seminal, and previously underappreciated, role in the development of the First Amendment and in the
meaning of religious freedom as we understand it today.
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From reader reviews:

Cynthia Medina:

The book Wellspring of Liberty: How Virginia's Religious Dissenters Helped Win the American Revolution
and Secured Religious Liberty give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make
your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting tension or having
big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book Wellspring of Liberty: How Virginia's
Religious Dissenters Helped Win the American Revolution and Secured Religious Liberty being your habit,
you can get considerably more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about
some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a e-book Wellspring of Liberty:
How Virginia's Religious Dissenters Helped Win the American Revolution and Secured Religious Liberty.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think
about this book?

Crystal Dewitt:

This book untitled Wellspring of Liberty: How Virginia's Religious Dissenters Helped Win the American
Revolution and Secured Religious Liberty to be one of several books that best seller in this year, this is
because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this particular
book in the book shop or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too.
It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is
no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

David Stephenson:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Wellspring
of Liberty: How Virginia's Religious Dissenters Helped Win the American Revolution and Secured
Religious Liberty, you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can
inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Kyle Cook:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of
several books in the top checklist in your reading list is definitely Wellspring of Liberty: How Virginia's



Religious Dissenters Helped Win the American Revolution and Secured Religious Liberty. This book which
is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking
upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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