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In The Unpredictability of the Past, an international group of historians examines how collective memories
of the Asia-Pacific War continue to affect relations among China, Japan, and the United States. The
contributors are primarily concerned with the history of international relations broadly conceived to
encompass not only governments but also nongovernmental groups and organizations that influence the
interactions of peoples across the Pacific. Taken together, the essays provide a rich, multifaceted analysis of
how the dynamic interplay between past and present is manifest in policymaking, popular culture, public
commemorations, and other arenas.

The contributors interpret mass media sources, museum displays, monuments, film, and literature, as well as
the archival sources traditionally used by historians. They explore how American ideas about Japanese
history shaped U.S. occupation policy following Japan’s surrender in 1945, and how memories of the Asia-
Pacific War influenced Washington and Tokyo policymakers’ reactions to the postwar rise of Soviet power.
They investigate topics from the resurgence of Pearl Harbor images in the U.S. media in the decade before
September 11, 2001, to the role of Chinese war museums both within China and in Chinese-Japanese
relations, and from the controversy over the Smithsonian Institution’s Enola Gay exhibit to Japanese tourists’
reactions to the USS Arizona memorial at Pearl Harbor. One contributor traces how a narrative
commemorating African Americans’ military service during World War II eclipsed the history of their
significant early-twentieth-century appreciation of Japan as an ally in the fight against white supremacy.
Another looks at the growing recognition and acknowledgment in both the United States and Japan of the
Chinese dimension of World War II. By focusing on how memories of the Asia-Pacific War have been
contested, imposed, resisted, distorted, and revised, The Unpredictability of the Past demonstrates the crucial
role that interpretations of the past play in the present.

Contributors. Marc Gallicchio, Waldo Heinrichs, Haruo Iguchi, Xiaohua Ma, Frank Ninkovich, Emily S.
Rosenberg, Takuya Sasaki, Yujin Yaguchi, Daqing Yang
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From reader reviews:

Nora Mickey:

Often the book The Unpredictability of the Past: Memories of the Asia-Pacific War in U.S.–East Asian
Relations (American Encounters/Global Interactions) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes
some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
looking over this book.

David Mathews:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Unpredictability of the Past:
Memories of the Asia-Pacific War in U.S.–East Asian Relations (American Encounters/Global Interactions),
you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it?
Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Brandon Giles:

This The Unpredictability of the Past: Memories of the Asia-Pacific War in U.S.–East Asian Relations
(American Encounters/Global Interactions) is completely new way for you who has attention to look for
some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge
more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this The Unpredictability of the Past:
Memories of the Asia-Pacific War in U.S.–East Asian Relations (American Encounters/Global Interactions)
can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply
anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-
book contact form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the
answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking
for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life
in addition to knowledge.

Amy Joshi:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book The Unpredictability of the Past: Memories of the
Asia-Pacific War in U.S.–East Asian Relations (American Encounters/Global Interactions) to make your
own reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you similar to reading.
Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and studying
especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to available a book and go through it. Beside that the



e-book The Unpredictability of the Past: Memories of the Asia-Pacific War in U.S.–East Asian Relations
(American Encounters/Global Interactions) can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and
confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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