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The late, eminent scholar Clement Eaton once observed that the nineteenth-century romantic spirit, which
"subtly permeated the society of the Old South," was borne out most vividly in the region's "arts and social
manners." Having had its genesis in European literature and fine art, romanticism found its way into the
cultural output of the young Republic, both North and South. The same ideals that imbued the canvases of
the Hudson River School also colored the art of painters who found their inspiration and audience below the
Mason-Dixon Line.
In this study of thirty-two artists represented in the Johnson Collection, noted art historian Estill Curtis
Pennington delineates the historical, social, and cultural forces that profoundly influenced their aesthetic
sensibilities. Author of the award-winning books Lessons in Likeness and Kentucky: The Master Painters,
Pennington examines the core concepts of the romantic movement as it unfolded in the American South: the
heroic individual, an idealized chivalric code of personal honor, the sublime quality of nature, and the
inevitability of change in an imperfect world. Many of the artists under consideration in this lavishly
illustrated volume created works of art that have achieved iconic status in the annals of painting in the South,
including William Dickinson Washington, William Thompson Russell Smith, Gustave Henry Mosler,
Thomas Addison Richards, Joseph Rusling Meeker, Robert Walter Weir, and Thomas Sully.
Spanning the years 1810-1896, Romantic Spirits includes insightful illustrated biographies of the featured
artists, as well as extensive bibliographic resources. This inaugural publication underscores the Johnson
Collection's commitment to advance interest in the dynamic role that the art of the South plays in the larger
context of American art and to contribute to the canon of art historical literature.
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From reader reviews:

Brenda Schweiger:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem as well
as exercise. Well, probably you will want this Romantic Spirits: Nineteenth Century Paintings of the South
from the Johnson Collection.

Joyce Cassady:

This Romantic Spirits: Nineteenth Century Paintings of the South from the Johnson Collection tend to be
reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Romantic
Spirits: Nineteenth Century Paintings of the South from the Johnson Collection can be one of many great
books you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that
possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Romantic Spirits: Nineteenth
Century Paintings of the South from the Johnson Collection forcing you to have an enormous of experience
such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So ,
let's have it appreciate reading.

Thomas Hill:

The reason why? Because this Romantic Spirits: Nineteenth Century Paintings of the South from the Johnson
Collection is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it
will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the
book in such wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still
convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I
ended up you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Luis Gonzalez:

Beside this Romantic Spirits: Nineteenth Century Paintings of the South from the Johnson Collection in your
phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an
outdated people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Romantic Spirits: Nineteenth Century
Paintings of the South from the Johnson Collection because this book offers to you readable information. Do



you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have
this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island.
Use you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it from right now!
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