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Was Plato a Pythagorean? Plato's students and earliest critics thought so, but scholars since the nineteenth
century have been more skeptical. With this probing study, Phillip Sidney Horky argues that a specific type
of Pythagorean philosophy, called "mathematical" Pythagoreanism, exercised a decisive influence on
fundamental aspects of Plato's philosophy. The progenitor of mathematical Pythagoreanism was the
infamous Pythagorean heretic and political revolutionary Hippasus of Metapontum, a student of Pythagoras
who is credited with experimentsin harmonics that led to innovations in mathematics. The innovations of
Hippasus and other mathematical Pythagoreans, including Empedocles of Agrigentum, Epicharmus of
Syracuse, Philolaus of Croton, and Archytas of Tarentum, presented philosophers like Plato with novel ways
to reconcile empirical knowledge with abstract mathematical theories. Plato and Pythagoreanism
demonstrates how mathematical Pythagoreanism established many of the fundamental philosophical
guestions Plato dealt with in his central dialogues, including Cratylus, Phaedo, Republic, Timaeus, and
Philebus. In the process, it aso illuminates the historical significance of the mathematical Pythagoreans, a
group whose influence on the development of philosophical and scientific methods has been obscured since
late antiquity. The picture that resultsis one in which Plato inherits mathematical Pythagorean method only
to transform it into a powerful philosophical argument about the essential relationships between the cosmos
and the human being.
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From reader reviews:
Sharon Chacko:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Y ep,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Plato and
Pythagoreanism? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. Y ou already know beside you can spend your
time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other
opinion?

Otto Tejeda:

The book Plato and Pythagoreanism gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou may use to
make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or
having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book Plato and Pythagoreanism to be
your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a reserve Plato and
Pythagoreanism. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So,
how do you think about this guide?

Perla Baxter:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the erawhich is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is agood choice for you but the problems coming to you
isyou don't know what type you should start with. This Plato and Pythagoreanism is our recommendation to
make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Duane Zook:

This Plato and Pythagoreanism is completely new way for you who has interest to ook for some information
asit relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know
otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this Plato and Pythagoreanism can be the light food in
your case because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books
produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes| mean in the e-book form. People who think that
in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy thisreserveisthe answer. So thereis absolutely no in
reading a e-book especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you
actualy. So, don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.
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