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The story of the succession to the Prophet Muhammad and the rise of the Rashidun Caliphate (632-661 AD)
is familiar to historians from the political histories of medieval Islam, which treat it as a factual account. The
story also informs the competing perspectives of Sunni and Shi'i Islam, which read into it the legitimacy of
their claims. Yet while descriptive and varied, these approaches have long excluded a third reading, which
views the conflict over the succession to the Prophet as a parable. From this vantage point, the motives,
sayings, and actions of the protagonists reveal profound links to previous texts, not to mention a surprising
irony regarding political and religious issues.

In a controversial break from previous historiography, Tayeb El-Hibri privileges the literary and artistic
triumphs of the medieval Islamic chronicles and maps the origins of Islamic political and religious
orthodoxy. Considering the patterns and themes of these unified narratives, including the problem of
measuring personal qualification according to religious merit, nobility, and skills in government, El-Hibri
offers an insightful critique of both early and contemporary Islam and the concerns of legitimacy shadowing
various rulers. In building an argument for reading the texts as parabolic commentary, he also highlights the
Islamic reinterpretation of biblical traditions, both by Qur'anic exegesis and historical composition.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Dickens:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Parable and Politics in Early Islamic History: The Rashidun Caliphs.
Try to make book Parable and Politics in Early Islamic History: The Rashidun Caliphs as your close friend.
It means that it can for being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you
smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge
with this book.

Howard Benedict:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster.
And you have time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that
question because just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this Parable and Politics in Early Islamic
History: The Rashidun Caliphs to read.

Pamela Cole:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have
read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The Parable and Politics in Early Islamic History: The Rashidun Caliphs provide you with a new
experience in reading through a book.

Bernetta Smith:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is Parable and Politics in Early Islamic History: The Rashidun Caliphs this
reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to



understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
suited all of you.
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