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While most gender-based analyses of rabbinic Judaism concentrate on the status of women in the halakhah
(the rabbinic legal tradition), Judith R. Baskin turns her attention to the construction of women in the aggadic
midrash, a collection of expansions of the biblical text, rabbinic ruminations, and homiletical discourses that
constitutes the non-legal component of rabbinic literature. Examining rabbinic convictions of female alterity,
competing narratives of creation, and justifications of female disadvantages, as well as aggadic
understandings of the ideal wife, the dilemma of infertility, and women among women and as individuals,
she shows that rabbinic Judaism, a tradition formed by men for a male community, deeply valued the
essential contributions of wives and mothers while also consciously constructing women as other and lesser
than men.

Recent feminist scholarship has illuminated many aspects of the significance of gender in biblical and
halakhic texts but there has been little previous study of how aggadic literature portrays females and the
feminine. Such representations, Baskin argues, often offer a more nuanced and complex view of women and
their actual lives than the rigorous proscriptions of legal discourse.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Hill:

The book Midrashic Women: Formations of the Feminine in Rabbinic Literature (HBI Series on Jewish
Women) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable more
increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject.
If you can make reading through a book Midrashic Women: Formations of the Feminine in Rabbinic
Literature (HBI Series on Jewish Women) to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your
own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know everything if
you like open up and read a reserve Midrashic Women: Formations of the Feminine in Rabbinic Literature
(HBI Series on Jewish Women). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or
other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Austin Lawrence:

This Midrashic Women: Formations of the Feminine in Rabbinic Literature (HBI Series on Jewish Women)
book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading
this book is definitely information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting
deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific Midrashic Women: Formations of
the Feminine in Rabbinic Literature (HBI Series on Jewish Women) without we realize teach the one who
reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry Midrashic Women: Formations of
the Feminine in Rabbinic Literature (HBI Series on Jewish Women) can bring any time you are and not
make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell
phone. This Midrashic Women: Formations of the Feminine in Rabbinic Literature (HBI Series on Jewish
Women) having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in
reading.

Mary Hopkins:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your
free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read.
If you want to try out look for book, may be the guide untitled Midrashic Women: Formations of the
Feminine in Rabbinic Literature (HBI Series on Jewish Women) can be great book to read. May be it could
be best activity to you.

Fred Scott:

Typically the book Midrashic Women: Formations of the Feminine in Rabbinic Literature (HBI Series on



Jewish Women) has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage.
The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book.
This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.
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