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In this highly readable study of Abraham Lincoln’s thoughts and actions concerning the U.S. Constitution,
Brian R. Dirck combines extensive primary research and thoughtful, accessible consideration of Lincoln’s
views to reveal new insights into Lincoln’s impact on the U.S. Constitution. In the statesman’s roles as a
leading antebellum politician, an ardent critic of slavery, and the president of the United States during the
Civil War, Lincoln fashioned a strong antislavery constitutional ideology and articulated a constitutional
vision of the Civil War that reinforced his determination to restore the Union.

Grounding Lincoln’s constitutionalism in his reading habits and early legal career, Dirck masterfully
balances biographical details, Lincoln’s value system, the opinions of his supporters and critics, and key
events and ideas to show how his thinking about the U.S. Constitution changed over time. From Lincoln’s
deep reverence for the work of the Founding Fathers to his innovative interpretation of presidential war
powers, Dirck reveals Lincoln’s understanding of the Constitution to be progressive, emphasizing federal
power as a tool to develop the economy, and pragmatic, in that he was often forced to make decisions on the
fly during a remarkably volatile period in American history. Lincoln used his conception of presidential war
powers to advance the twin causes of Union and emancipation, and Dirck explores the constitutional
problems stirred by curbs Lincoln placed on civil liberties, internal security, and freedom of expression
during wartime.

More than a straightforward overview of Lincoln’s constitutional views, Lincoln and the Constitution
provides a starting point for further inquiry into interpretations and defenses as well as the political,
intellectual, and cultural traditions of the founding document of the United States. In the end, Dirck shows,
Lincoln viewed the political and legal traditions of the Constitution with optimism, emphasizing
throughout his life the possibilities he believed the document held—always keeping faith in it and swearing
to protect it, even as he was awash in a sea of blood and controversy.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Edick:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Lincoln and the Constitution
(Concise Lincoln Library) book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just
a book.

Shirley Hinkle:

The feeling that you get from Lincoln and the Constitution (Concise Lincoln Library) is a more deep you
excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Lincoln and the Constitution (Concise Lincoln Library) giving
you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough.
This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of Lincoln and the
Constitution (Concise Lincoln Library) instantly.

Henry Buford:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Lincoln and the Constitution (Concise Lincoln
Library) as your daily resource information.

John Hagen:

The publication with title Lincoln and the Constitution (Concise Lincoln Library) includes a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist
new expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That
is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of
the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.
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