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For most of literary history, personal confessions about illness were considered too intimate to share
publicly. By the mid-twentieth century, however, a series of events set the stage for the emergence of the
illness narrative. The increase of chronic disease, the transformation of medicine into big business, the
women’s health movement, the AIDS/HIV pandemic, the advent of inexpensive paperbacks, and the rise of
self-publishing all contributed to the proliferation of narratives about encounters with medicine and
mortality.
      While the illness narrative is now a staple of the publishing industry, the genre itself has posed a problem
for literary studies. What is the role of criticism in relation to personal accounts of suffering? Can these
narratives be judged on aesthetic grounds? Are they a collective expression of the lost intimacy of the
patient-doctor relationship? Is their function thus instrumental—to elicit the reader’s empathy?
      To answer these questions, Ann Jurecic turns to major works on pain and suffering by Susan Sontag,
Elaine Scarry, and Eve Sedgwick and reads these alongside illness narratives by Jean-Dominique Bauby,
Reynolds Price, and Anne Fadiman, among others. In the process, she defines the subgenres of risk and pain
narratives and explores a range of critical responses guided, alternately, by narrative empathy, the
hermeneutics of suspicion, and the practice of reparative reading.
       Illness as Narrative seeks to draw wider attention to this form of life writing and to argue for new
approaches to both literary criticism and teaching narrative. Jurecic calls for a practice that’s both
compassionate and critical. She asks that we consider why writers compose stories of illness, how readers
receive them, and how both use these narratives to make meaning of human fragility and mortality.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Lemos:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Illness as Narrative (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture). Try to the actual
book Illness as Narrative (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture) as your close friend. It means that it can for being
your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it
is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

James Gardner:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy
read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Illness as Narrative
(Pitt Comp Literacy Culture) is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Susan Frame:

This book untitled Illness as Narrative (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture) to be one of several books this best
seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will
easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart
phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Tammy Clark:

The publication with title Illness as Narrative (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture) posesses a lot of information that
you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how
the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the syndication.
You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.
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