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"There are no definitive histories," writes Elijah Wald, in this provocative reassessment of American popular
music, "because the past keeps looking different as the present changes." Earlier musical styles sound
different to us today because we hear them through the musical filter of other styles that came after them, all
the way through funk and hip hop.

As its blasphemous title suggests, How the Beatles Destroyed Rock 'n' Roll rejects the conventional pieties of
mainstream jazz and rock history. Rather than concentrating on those traditionally favored styles, the book
traces the evolution of popular music through developing tastes, trends and technologies--including the role
of records, radio, jukeboxes and television --to give a fuller, more balanced account of the broad variety of
music that captivated listeners over the course of the twentieth century. Wald revisits original sources--
recordings, period articles, memoirs, and interviews--to highlight how music was actually heard and
experienced over the years. And in a refreshing departure from more typical histories, he focuses on the
world of working musicians and ordinary listeners rather than stars and specialists. He looks for example at
the evolution of jazz as dance music, and rock 'n' roll through the eyes of the screaming, twisting teenage
girls who made up the bulk of its early audience. Duke Ellington, Benny Goodman, Frank Sinatra, Elvis
Presley, Chuck Berry, and the Beatles are all here, but Wald also discusses less familiar names like Paul
Whiteman, Guy Lombardo, Mitch Miller, Jo Stafford, Frankie Avalon, and the Shirelles, who in some cases
were far more popular than those bright stars we all know today, and who more accurately represent the
mainstream of their times.

Written with verve and style, How the Beatles Destroyed Rock 'n' Roll shakes up our staid notions of music
history and helps us hear American popular music with new ears.
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Baird:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for us. The book How the Beatles Destroyed Rock 'n' Roll: An
Alternative History of American Popular Music had been making you to know about other understanding
and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book How the
Beatles Destroyed Rock 'n' Roll: An Alternative History of American Popular Music is not only giving you
more new information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal
spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book How the Beatles Destroyed Rock
'n' Roll: An Alternative History of American Popular Music. You never experience lose out for everything
when you read some books.

Katie Cardiel:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have read will be
How the Beatles Destroyed Rock 'n' Roll: An Alternative History of American Popular Music.

Chris Robins:

How the Beatles Destroyed Rock 'n' Roll: An Alternative History of American Popular Music can be one of
your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing
How the Beatles Destroyed Rock 'n' Roll: An Alternative History of American Popular Music however
doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that
maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of
crucial imagining.

John Martindale:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be go through. How the Beatles Destroyed Rock 'n' Roll: An Alternative History of American
Popular Music can be your answer given it can be read by a person who have those short extra time
problems.
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