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*Includes descriptions of Houdini's most famous stunts.
*Includes a Bibliography for further reading.
“I knew, as everyone knows, that the easiest way to attract a crowd is to let it be known that at a given time
and a given place some one is going to attempt something that in the event of failure will mean sudden death.
That's what attracts us to the man who paints the flagstaff on the tall building, or to the 'human fly' who
scales the walls of the same building.” – Harry Houdini
A lot of ink has been spilled covering the lives of history’s most influential figures, but how much of the
forest is lost for the trees? In Charles River Editors’ American Legends series, readers can get caught up to
speed on the lives of America’s most important men and women in the time it takes to finish a commute,
while learning interesting facts long forgotten or never known.
There is no shortage of professional magicians and stunt men in the 21st century, but all of them owe
something to the most famous stunt man of them all, Harry Houdini. A century after he began to thrill
audiences with his patented escape acts, Houdini’s name remains synonymous with seemingly miraculous
escapes and getaways, and his name is instantly recognizable even among those who have never seen
pictures of his stunts.
Houdini wasn’t the first of his kind, but after he got his start as "Harry Handcuff Houdini" during a traveling
European tour, he added the kind of showmanship and flair that have become standard fare among
performers of his kind. His initial repertoire of escaping handcuffs eventually gave way to far grander feats,
involving skyscrapers, straitjackets, and being buried alive.
With fame came skepticism, and Houdini was frequently accused of being a fake and fixing his escapes.
Some even believed he was helped by supernatural forces. Skeptics were bolstered by the fact that, like his
escapes and magic tricks, Houdini remained a man shrouded in mystery, constantly changing his own life
story to reinvent himself as he thought fit. Though Houdini insisted his stunts were real and constantly went
after those who besmirched him or his profession, his success couldn’t help but breed both legends and
criticism simultaneously.
By the end of his life, Houdini had transformed himself into a national celebrity, and he tried to dabble in
acting and other pursuits, but he was destined to be forever associated with the profession he helped pioneer.
And fittingly, mystery and controversy surrounded the exact cause of his death, as it had so much of his life.
American Legends: The Life of Harry Houdini profiles the life, legends, stunts, and controversies of
history’s most famous escape artist, with pictures of important people, places, and events. You will learn
about Houdini like you never have before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Giuliani:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like looking at
a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will want this American Legends: The Life of Harry Houdini.

Clarence Danner:

This American Legends: The Life of Harry Houdini book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it
the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside this e-book
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will
get. This American Legends: The Life of Harry Houdini without we know teach the one who studying it
become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry American Legends: The Life of Harry Houdini can
bring any time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it
in the lovely laptop even telephone. This American Legends: The Life of Harry Houdini having very good
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Wilma Richards:

American Legends: The Life of Harry Houdini can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Most
of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing American Legends: The
Life of Harry Houdini however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information may drawn you
into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Norman Ross:

You can find this American Legends: The Life of Harry Houdini by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing
or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide
are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the
modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important
to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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