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Seminar paper from the year 2013 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade:
1,3, University of Mannheim, language: English, abstract: Thomas Hardy's novel Tess of the D'Urbervilles
was published in 1891, atime coined by change in technique and sciences. The English naturalist Darwin
established his theory about evolution and natural selection, and physicists discovered that there are fixed
elemental laws which inanimate objects follow. These discoveries also spread in the domains of humanities.
In his essay "The Experimental Novel", published in 1880, the French writer Emile Zola claims that the
scientific method, which is observation and experimentation, can and should be applied to literature as well.
He argues that writers can experiment with their characters like scientists do with their objects of study by
placing them into certain surroundings and changing some conditionsin the fictional world. These different
surroundings and conditions then will determine the novel's course. Thus, Zola concludes that if the
inanimate world is fixed by certain laws, "[&] like determinism will govern . . . the brain of aman" (17) and
the character'sfate is already fixed by the novel's setting. The subtitle of Tess of the D'Urbervilles - "A Pure
Woman" - has aroused a need for discussion in the Victorian Age aswell astoday. There are "[t]hose who
thought the 'little harlot' deserved hanging . . . [and] those who pitied her as a 'poor wronged innocent™
(Hardy 2003, xix). The question of guilt isacentra theme in Hardy's novel. Is Tess "more sinned against
than sinning” (232)? Having Zolas theory in mind, it israther the first that applies for Tess's story.
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From reader reviews:
Mandi Rice:

The book Tess's Tragedy: "It Wasto Be" gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can
utilize to make your capable alot more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain
or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading abook Tess's Tragedy: "It Wasto
Be" to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. Y ou could know everything if you like open and read a guide Tess's Tragedy: "It Was
to Be". Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So ,
how do you think about this reserve?

Patricia Coburn:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the ideafor awhileis
reading. Y eah, by reading areserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other
ishigh. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you that Tess's Tragedy: "It Wasto Be"
book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

DianaKeller:

The actual book Tess's Tragedy: "It Wasto Be" has alot associated with on it. So when you check out this
book you can get alot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing
this book.

Josephine Weeks:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book isaset of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. Thisbook Tess's Tragedy: "It Was to Be" was filled concerning science. Spend your free
time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has diverse feel when they
reading a new book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern eralike today, many waysto get book you wanted.
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