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When thinking of India, it is hard not to think of caste. In academic and common parlance alike, caste has
become a central symbol for India, marking it as fundamentally different from other places while expressing
its essence. Nicholas Dirks argues that caste is, in fact, neither an unchanged survival of ancient India nor a
single system that reflects a core cultural value. Rather than a basic expression of Indian tradition, caste is a
modern phenomenon--the product of a concrete historical encounter between India and British colonial rule.
Dirks does not contend that caste was invented by the British. But under British domination caste did
become a single term capable of naming and above all subsuming India's diverse forms of social identity and
organization.

Dirks traces the career of caste from the medieval kingdoms of southern India to the textual traces of early
colonial archives; from the commentaries of an eighteenth-century Jesuit to the enumerative obsessions of
the late-nineteenth-century census; from the ethnographic writings of colonial administrators to those of
twentieth-century Indian scholars seeking to rescue ethnography from its colonial legacy. The book also
surveys the rise of caste politics in the twentieth century, focusing in particular on the emergence of caste-
based movements that have threatened nationalist consensus.

Castes of Mind is an ambitious book, written by an accomplished scholar with a rare mastery of centuries of
Indian history and anthropology. It uses the idea of caste as the basis for a magisterial history of modern
India. And in making a powerful case that the colonial past continues to haunt the Indian present, it makes an
important contribution to current postcolonial theory and scholarship on contemporary Indian politics.
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From reader reviews:

Hyacinth Mills:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Castes of Mind:
Colonialism and the Making of Modern India? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already know
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you
agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Jerry Day:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some
of you maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Castes of Mind:
Colonialism and the Making of Modern India is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Candy Dixon:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Castes of Mind: Colonialism and the Making of Modern India book is
readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you.
The writer regarding Castes of Mind: Colonialism and the Making of Modern India content conveys the idea
easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just
different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Castes of Mind: Colonialism and the Making of
Modern India is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Mathew Munz:

You will get this Castes of Mind: Colonialism and the Making of Modern India by check out the bookstore
or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book
simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-
book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose
right ways for you.
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